
September 23, 1974 

Dr. Martin H. Kaplan 
World Health Orgauisatlan 
l2ll Ganava 27 SWITZW 

Deur Martin, 

I am pleased that you brought up the qtaeaticm of Berg's comnittee 
on DlUA blobasrrrde. To explain mrt of my poaltlcm on this nmttar, It will 
aavetiwaifXjwteemdyoucopleaof aomarcreuntcorreapcmderuza.Xthd.nk 
there redly ia great dungor the who& matter gett* sarlowly owt-af hnd 
andkxmbeztng Important raaearchnotonly inmolecularbiologyamd in cancer 
biology but also in tbr rtudy of pathogenic vlrua~a gaaerally. It would be 
very easy for a aitaatim to develop wkre cautinn about public health 
lmurrda from accidentalrelaaee of oldornewagemta grmtlyeseededtbe 
loaaoe from tha diacour~emant of reaenrch in theaa erase. Moat of the people 
that have been invalid in theae diacuaoion to date have no experience and 
little concept of ttm practical paoblarr of handling Infect-am agonte. And 
some oftbe extrapolated predictfona of bsard could beapplledwithequal 
logic to daamdiag a moratorium onI for example, research on rablee In tS.aaue 
culture for fear that thio might develop a mutant thut might be tranmlttd 
morsquickly andmoreracrdily thantbe Itreetvima.Obvioualy this la not 
a matter about which WHO ceu keep ita bead in the Mnd in any respect. But rather 
than undertaka independent and poaaibly confusing lnltlativee, I think it 
would be better If WE0 took a dfrect part in the lnternatfonal ayaqoailrr that 
I believe is being plasmed for February. Thle could be cmatructive In at least 
two wayar (1) perbapa by helpiag to pratriae or chmnel financial support for 
interested investigatora from other parts, of the world and perhaps rapreaanting 
a wider range of dZoeaeeanicroblology intereeta to participate in the 
eymposfum, and (2) to represent WBO'e own intereats ia providing a clear baeie 
for the vulidation of research on irrrfectimae ageata even keeping in n&m-l tbe 
hypothetical posoibilltiea of three becming %xa turn eourcea of uew difficulty. 

The central propoaitlomof con.c*rn that started tbla whole matter are 
reasonable enough but it ia hard for mm to cwmnanicate the madneaa that ham 
then inflated the proceedinga. Certainly too little haa bean aaid ao far about 
tbe coats of auataining even a moratorirn luch lees a parvaalve prohibition 
unleae the rmmd.ctiona ure very carefully and very narrowly defined indeed. 

So, I will wait until I have had a father reply from you before 
ccmaunicatlngwlthPaul. I did see hirayeaterdayundhewouldwantme to 
aommmicate the tiabap that $ature bed garbled the report of the -ittee 
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and that you should consult Science inetead ae the source of ths accurate 
text. 

If you know of UHO report8 or other literature ou eteadardr 46r 
operatlm of practical ae well a8 reeearch laboratories in Microbiology 
from the point of VW of &.nimiring public bmrurds, I thinlc this would 
be most useful to PM and to others. One point I have not been able to 
get acro88 to Dr. Borg fe the extent to which every ho8pit8l laboratory 
ie potentially a 8ource of difficulties that equal or exceed thosa of the 
%ew" fabricatloae that mny reeult from rpliciug DNA. (What you may sot 
know 18 that our own laboratory has aloo been working for the last nverdl 
year8 along very 8Mlar line8 but were %cooped" by Stan Cohen by his 
brilliant choice of hi8 little plarrmid a8 a vehkle for 8plicing.)Yw certainly 
should give equal weight to Dr. Coben 88 to Dr. B8rg in 8mkiag &vice for 
further policy formulatlou, particularly a8 Cohen is much more kzmwledgeable 
about medical a8 oppoesd to purely molecular biological consideration. 

A8 to the pl&ming mfmting on tha tropical. di888888 laboratory, 1 
wa8 in fact relieved to heur that tha meattig had beeu poetpoued, for the 
time being, to mid-November, a8 It 18 now very much more likely that I will 
be able to participate. I am certainly eager to be abla to contribute. I 
wonder if it would be too such to inquire whether a further postpomm@nt to 
epproxlmately January M-20 would be fraeibl8 or whether thl8 is fmxm8istant 
with Othr timetable em8id8ratianrr. Th8 r8a8on 28 that 1 8k8ady haVa a 
commitment to be in Israel dur%ng the first 2 week8 of Jauuary, md I need 
hardly go further in axpra88ing wbst a helpful cmvenlSaCe It would be to 
s-mid en i.ndepe&eut travel. fa fact, considering that vantage poiut I would 
al80 be able to con8ld8r meting at an African eits if that alternative 
ie appropriate. 

Sincerely yoUf8, 

Jo8hua Lederberg 
kOf888Or Of -tic8 


